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TAX PROGRAM

NEW LOGO

COACH CLARK

SAVES FULL-TIME
RESIDENTS

FOR GAUDET
LEARNING ACADEMY

HONORED

MIDDLETOWN TODAY
Tax Program Live To Save Residents Money
Tiered Residential Tax Approved Late Last Year By Town Council

T

he Town’s new Tiered Residential
Tax Program (TRTP) is now live.
The program was approved late last
year by the
Town Council
to help ease
the tax burden
on full-time
residents.
In order to
qualify, eligible
applicants
must
be
registered
voters in the
To w n
of
Middletown.
They must also
make their
home here
their primary
residence and
live
in
Middletown at
least
six
months out of
the year.
According
to igures from the Town, there are
3,000-4,000 properties eligible to apply. The

deadline is the close of business May 2 for
submitting paperwork with the Tax
Assessor’s of ice, 350 East Main Road, Town
H a l l ,
Middletown, RI
02842.
“It’s one of
those issues
that seems to
i m p a c t
everybody and
t h e To w n
Council came
up with a
solution that
directly helps
the people
who live here,”
T o w n
Administrator
Shawn
J.
Brown said.
“We want to
make sure as
many people
who
are
eligible apply
for the bene it
because it really is aimed at assisting our
residents.”
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Town of icials said the program does not
add new money to the tax rolls. Rather, the
residential tax burden is shifted from
residents to those who own second homes in
Middletown.
To guarantee a smooth rollout of the
program, Tax Assessor George Durgin
assembled an easy to follow question and
answer sheet to address some of the most
common questions about the program.
Among those included:
• When does the TRTP go into effect? The
TRTP will take effect with the 2022 tax bill
homeowners typically receive in August.
• I believe I’m eligible to receive the TRTP
bene it. What do I need to do to save on my
residential tax bill? Applications are
available in the Tax Assessor of ice in Town
Hall, 350 East Main Road and at the Tax
Assessor’s website at https://mdl.town/
TRTP online.
• Does the TRTP negate or affect any other
tax exemptions I receive from the Town?
No. The TRTP is in addition to other tax
exemptions for veterans status, disabilities
or similar relief provided by the Town.
• How do I ind out if my TRTP application
was accepted? Your tax bill expected to be
mailed in August will re lect any changes as
a result of the TRTP. Beforehand, you
should receive a postcard in the mail from
the Town outlining your TRTP status.
• My property is in a trust. Can I qualify for
the TRTP program? You must be a named
bene iciary in order to qualify.
• What percentage do I save on my taxes with
the TRTP bene it? It’s too early to tell what
the bene it will be to residential property
owners who are approved for the TRTP.
This is all dependent on where the Town
Council sets the Town’s Fiscal 2023 budget
and tax rates. Updates will be provided as
the process evolves.

• I own more than one residential property
in Middletown. Can I get the TRTP bene it
on each of my properties? The TRTP
applies only to the property that is used as
the taxpayer’s primary residence. It does
not apply to the taxpayer’s other
properties.
• Are commercial, industrial, motor vehicle
and other properties eligible for the TRTP
bene it? No.
• I applied for the TRTP bene it and was
accepted by the Town. Do I need to reapply
in January 2023 to get the bene it again?
No. Under the rules, the TRTP is good for
three years before a property owner must
reapply.
• Someone I know is claiming TRTP relief,
but I don’t believe they’re eligible. How do I
get that information to the appropriate
party with the Town? Thank you for your
vigilance. If you believe someone is
claiming TRTP relief inappropriately, please
contact the Tax Assessor’s of ice, 350 East
Main Road, call 847-7300 or email Tax
Assessor George Durgin at
gdurgin@MiddletownRI.com. All
information will be handled con identially.
The penalty for those found violating the
new ordinance is up to a $1,000 ine.
• Okay, that’s a lot of information, but I have
still have questions. Where can I ask them
and get a response in a timely manner?
Questions are best directed to https://
mdl.town/Helps online under the “Other
Municipal Services — Tax, Assessment Or
Sewer Collections Inquiry” section at the
bottom of the page. As questions come up,
updates will be added to this Question &
Answer sheet as needed.
To check out a full copy of the Q&A Sheet,
visit https://mdl.town/TRTP online or drop
by Durgin’s of ice in Town Hall during normal
business hours.
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TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN – Office of the Tax Assessor/Collector
350 East Main Road – Middletown RI 02842 401.847.7300
APPLICATION FOR OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL TAX RATE – 2022

NAME:

DOB:

SPOUSE:

DOB:

____________________

RESIDENCE ADDRESS:
PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

Is the RESIDENCE ADDRESS your primary residence

Yes

No

Are you the legally titled taxpayer of the RESIDENCE ADDRESS
Do you claim a personal exemption (homestead, senior, veteran, etc.) in any other community
Are you a registered voter in Middletown

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No

ELIGIBILITY
Applicant must be a full-time, legal resident of the Town of Middletown and must own and occupy the real
property for which the owner-occupied residential tax rate is claimed.
Applicant must reside at the property for more than six months per year.
The real property for which the owner-occupied residential tax rate is claimed must be legally titled
to the Taxpayer occupying the property; a trust to which the Taxpayer is the named beneficiary; a
life tenant who has the obligation for payment of the tax on the real estate; a corporate entity owned and
controlled by the Taxpayer as of December 31, prior to the fiscal year for which the owner-occupied rate
shall apply.
The Taxpayer must be a registered voter in the Town of Middletown.
Neither the owner-occupied rate applicant nor the applicant's spouse is receiving an owneroccupied rate or homestead exemption or other personal exemption for another piece of real
property, located elsewhere in the State of Rhode Island, or in any other state of the United States,
for the same period of time the owner is seeking the owner-occupied rate for property owned in the
town, unless during that time the owner is either legally separated or divorced from the spouse
during some or all of the period in which they are claiming more than one (1) owner-occupied rate;
The owner-occupied rate attaches to the owner(s) of the real property, and not to the real property
itself.
Applicants may qualify for an owner-occupied residential tax rate on only one (1) property in the
town at any point in time.
If the Taxpayer gives misinformation as to ownership and/or occupancy of the real property on
his/her application for an owner-occupied rate, the Tax Assessor may, in such event, remove the
owner-occupied rate and apply the non-owner occupied rate and recalculate the tax for the period in
question and in addition charge the taxpayer the maximum interest permitted by law. Such person
shall also subject to a fine of up to $1,000.00.

I have read and understand the eligibility requirements of this owner-occupied rate and do hereby swear and affirm that the
information provided is true, to the best of my knowledge and belief. By signing below, I affirm that Middletown is my home of
legal residence.

Applicant: _
Spouse: _

_
_

_

Date:

_

Date:
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Logo To Anchor Gaudet Learning Academy

T

Fourth Grader Maggie Berkeley Makes Her Mark

he Gaudet Learning Academy has a
new logo.
In an ongoing effort to set the
Learning Academy apart and create an identity
of its own, every fourth and fth grade student
was invited to design an emblem for the
Aquidneck Avenue school.
Certain things had to be incorporated in their
work. The name of the school was one. An
anchor was another. And the phrase “Anchored
In Learning”
needed to
a p p e a r .
Otherwise, it
was up to
each student
how they
wanted to
approach the
project.
Of the
more than 300
applications,
the work by
fourth grader
M a g g i e
Berkeley
emerged on
top.
In
c o m i n g
w e e k s ,
Maggie’s
composition will be digitized by a graphic
designer and be rolled out of cially on
everything from a new mural in the Learning
Academy to stationary, tee shirts and other
surprises in the pipeline.
“When I saw the page, I knew immediately
what I was going to do,” Maggie said. “I had the
idea in my head and I worked on it for two or
three days. Originally, I was going to put foxes
on it, but those don’t have anything to do with
the water, so I put sea turtles.”

Since the Learning Academy opened in
2009 following the closure of Kennedy School,
it’s always been under the Gaudet Middle
School roof, but considered a separate school.
When Rebecca Silveira was hired over the
summer as the Learning Academy’s rst
dedicated principal, one of the rst things she
wanted to accomplish was reinforcing the
unique spirit of the school even more. Enter the
logo contest.
“We truly are
our
own
school here,”
said Silveira
from her of ce
in the heart of
the rst oor
Learning
Academy on
the Aquidneck
Avenue side of
the building.
“Our students
have their own
classes, their
own teachers,
their own
lunch periods.
Everything
other than
riding on the
bus
is
completely separate and (Gaudet Middle School
Principal) Billy (Niemeyer) has been great
about working with us to build the Learning
Academy into even more of a place our students
and staff are proud to be part of.”
Superintendent Rosemarie K. Kraeger
agreed, saying the logo would help brand the
Gaudet Learning Academy even more as its own
school.
“While Gaudet Learning Academy shares a
common space with Gaudet Middle School,
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their focus is an elementary model,” Kraeger
said. “Both principals work as a strong team and
understand both the elementary and middle
school model. They both have experiences in
leadership in both models. It has been working
well. Students, staff and parents' needs are being
addressed and we have been getting very
positive feedback.”
Silveira mentioned the logo concept to
Christine Woolbright, the Grade 4/5 art teacher
took the idea and went with it. Everyone was
invited to take part and of her more than 300
students, Woolbright said essentially basically
all submitted a
design.
The list was
narrowed to 10 and
then the works of
three nalists were
voted on by the
entire Learning
Academy, students
and staff included.
“There were a
number of really
great submissions,
but I think we all
felt that Maggie’s
design incorporated
everything we were
looking for,”
Woolbright said.
“Each one brought
something unique to the table and the response
to this was overwhelming.”
The daughter of Patricia and Joseph
Berkeley, Maggie’s younger sister Angie is a
rst grader at Aquidneck School. A good student
who loves swimming at the Newport County
YMCA in her free time, Maggie said not
surprisingly art was a favorite subject in school.
When she was in second grade at Aquidneck
School, Maggie won top honors in an
Aquidneck Land Trust art contest for her
landscape work featuring a lighthouse and the
Newport Bridge.

Asked what she’d like to do when she gets
older, Maggie replied without hesitation that a
split between swimming in the Olympics and art
was at the top of the list. If things go well, she
said she was eyeing a spot on West Main Road
for her future studio.
“Sculpture is my favorite to do. I don’t
know why. I just really enjoy it,” Maggie said.
“I’m so happy my design was picked. It’s cool.
It hasn’t really struck me all the places I’ll see
(the logo).”
Silveira said the logo is another building
block to helping show the students, staff and
entire Learning
A c a d e m y
community that
their school is a
special place.
“One thing I think
we all learned is we
have a number of
talented artists in
our building,”
Silveira said.
“Maggie’s work
was special and the
one we chose, but
there were so many
good options.”
For Woolbright, the
logo design effort
was an outstanding
way to show
students how much art plays an important role
in their everyday lives.
“Art lets all of us put our hands to work,”
Woolbright said. “In school, there are plenty of
opportunities to express yourself, but a lot times
in science, math or some of the other elds, the
process is predetermined. Art is not like that.
You give students a piece of paper and some
paint and tell them what you’d like them to
work on and every one of them is going to come
up with something different.”

fi

5

fi

fi

MARCH 2022

MARCH 2022

VOLUME 2 EDITION 6

Gaudet Gym Named After Barry Clark
Influential Late Coach, Teacher Honored For His Impact
In sports — as in life — there are all sorts of
coaches.
Those who cajole. Yell. Encourage. Some
lead the way like a general into battle, while
others let the athletes determine the course of
things. There are those who are quiet, scripting
what they’d like to happen days before, with a
good number ying by the seat of their pants.
Lifelong friend and fellow coach Bill Seiple
said there will never be another like Barry
Clark, the widely decorated wrestling coach and
physical education teacher who died in
December 2018 at the age of 72.
On Wednesday, Feb. 9, the gymnasium at
Gaudet Middle School was renamed in Clark’s
honor following a quad wrestling meet against
Davies, East Greenwich and Mt. Pleasant high
schools.
“The best adjective to describe Barry's
coaching style was demonstrative,” Seiple said.
“It wasn't unusual to see him grab one of the
wrestlers off the bench, or even an assistant
coach, to throw a move on to make sure the
wrestler on the mat knew what Barry wanted
him to do. He was constantly on his feet using

whatever body language he could think of to get
the wrestler on the mat to do his best. He
coached his other sports in a similar manner.”
Born on February 17, 1946, he was the son
of Wilbur and Dorothy Clark. He left behind his
wife Mary (Landers) Clark of 48 years along
with daughters Lisa O’Brien and Megan Tyson
and son David Clark at the time of his passing.
A true son of Middletown, Clark was a
member of the Class of 1963 at Middletown
High, the rst class to graduate the Valley Road
school and a varsity letterman on the football
team. Clark went to college at NW Missouri
State, where he was on the football and
wrestling teams.
A proud member of the U.S. Marine Corp
Reserves, Clark was activated in 1991 for
Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert
Storm. He went onto retire from the Marine
Corp Reserves in 1995 with the rank of
lieutenant colonel.
Always popular with students and staff
alike, Clark began his teaching and coaching
career at Middletown High in 1969. Throughout
his close to 30 year career in education, friends
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said Clark taught at every level and seemingly
every grade, helping to bring the fun and joy of
athletics to countless students across the district.
In 1971, wrestling began at the high school
as a club sport with Clark leading the way. Over
the next 30 years, Clark’s teams compiled a
305-102-5 record and numerous awards,
including 22 All State wrestlers, 15 state
champs and six New England place winners.
Clark also coached football for 30 years as well
as track and eld and golf.
Not surprisingly,
Clark earned the kudos
of both his athletes and
peers for his work.
Clark was named the
Rhode Island “Coach of
the Year” in 1980 and
named to the Rhode
Island Wrestling
Coaches Hall of Fame in
2007. Clark was also
named
to
the
Middletown High School Athletic Hall of Fame
in 2014 and selected as the “Alumni of the
Year” in 2018 by the Middletown High School
Alumni Association.
“Barry felt that wrestling was the best sport
to bring out the best in an athlete,” Seiple said.
“Size was not nearly as important as in other
sports. What Barry tried to emphasize was that
conditioning and move execution were more
important.
“A wrestler could make a contribution to the
team just by being ready to ll a weight class
even if you had to move up a class or two, by
not getting pinned in a match that your
opponent clearly had an advantage, by scoring
an extra point in a match to secure a major
decision, which gave the team an extra point, or
just by being at practice to give a varsity
wrestler an opponent to practice with.
Everybody on the team could make a valuable
contribution.”

Seiple said Clark wasn’t afraid to challenge
the wrestlers on his team, questioning why they
weren’t able to beat the coach.
“Not only did Barry pass along his wisdom
in the classroom and on the mat, but he
constantly demonstrated his sense of fairness
and sportsmanship. He held himself to a high
standard and expected his charges to do the
same. He was an Islander through and through
and supported the other teams and the system
any way he could. And nally, he used his
experience as a Marine
Corps reservist to help
many kids explore the
armed forces as a way to
further themselves.”
As for naming the Gaudet
gym after Clark, Seiple
said the idea was rst
oated by several former
wrestlers and football
players.
“When the high school
gym was renamed for Jim Williams, we began
discussing the possibility of naming the Gaudet
School gym for Barry. It wasn't something that
he wanted or thought he deserved, but that was
his humble nature,” Seiple said. “I think the
honor is well-deserved for a number of reasons.
Barry was a member of the rst graduating class
of the high school and returned not only to teach
but also to coach numerous sports. He taught in
that gym and developed the wrestling program
in that gym. Many students and athletes
bene ted from the lessons he taught in that gym.
“The harder you work in practice, the better
you condition yourself, the smarter you control
your weight, the better you will do in a match.
When you are out on the mat there is no place to
hide, no one else to blame if your opponent
beats you. Success in wrestling demands
personal responsibility and self sacri ce. For
kids who also want to play football, wrestling
gives them great opportunities to learn balance,
stance, hand control, and takedown techniques
that help them nd success on the gridiron.”
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